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Item 37 The two Palestinian sites of al-Haram al-lbrahimi/Tomb of the Patriarchs in al-
Khalil/Hebron and the Bildl bin Rdbdh Mosque/Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem
(18;4 EXt37)

DRAFT DECISTON

submitted by: ALGERIA, BURKINA FASO, CoTE D'tVOtRE, CUBA, DJtBOUT|,
EGYPT, KUWAIT, MALAYSIA, MOROCCO, PAKISTAN, SAUDI
ARABIA, SENEGAL, TUNISIA, VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC
OF) and VIET NAM

The Executive Board,

1. Havinq examined document 184 EXl37 and Add.,

2. Recallinq resolutions and decisions of UNESCO on the protection of the cultural heritage in
the occupied Arab territories, as well as the provisions of the four Geneva Conventions
(1949), the Hague Convention forthe Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict (1954) and the related Protocols and the Convention forthe Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972),

3. Also recallino the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit lmport,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970),

4. Affirminq that nothing in the present decision, which aims at the safeguarding of the cultural
heritage located in the occupied Arab territories, shall in any way affect the relevant United
Nations resolutions and decisions, in particular the relevant Security Council resolutions,

5. Sharinq the concern expressed by the Director-General regarding the announcement made
by the lsraeli authorities that two sites, namely al-Haram al-lbrahimi/Tomb of the Patriarchs in
the city of al-Khalil/Hebron and the Mosque of Bildl bin R5bdh (Tomb of Rachel), in
Bethlehem, both located in the occupied Palestinian territories, are to be included in the
lsraeli national heritage list,

6. Sharino as well the conviction affirmed by the international community that the two sites are
of religious significance for Judaism, Christianity and lslam,

7. Reaffirms that the two sites are an integral part of the occupied Palestinian territories and that
any unilateral action by the lsraeli authorities is to be considered a violation of international
law, the UNESCO conventions and the United Nations and Security Council resolutions;

8. Reqrets the lsraeli authorities' decision to include the two sites on its national heritage list;
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L Urqes the lsraeli authorities to abide by international law and the relevant international
conventions and decisions;

10. Also urqes the lsraeli authorities to remove the two sites from its national heritage list;

11. Thanks the Director-General for her commitment to strengthening UNESCO's financial and
technical assistance to the Palestinian educational and cultural institutions in compliance with
the UNESCO General Conference resofution at,its 35th session;

12. lnvites the Director-General to submit to it a follow-up report at its 185th session and decides
to include this item on the agenda of the 185th session of the Executive Board.


